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dRMM team takes over from Sheppard
Robson on major Peckham regeneration

11 AUGUST 2023 « BY MERLIN FULCHER
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1/6 Alyesham Centre, Peckham

A team led by dRMM has been picked to draw up a replacement for Sheppard
Robson's ditched designs for the Aylesham Centre site in Peckham, south London

The practice — working with Jas Bhalla Architects and nimtim architects — has won an invited contest held by
developer Berkeley Homes and Southwark Council to rethink the site.

The fresh start for the project’' comes just three months after the developer announced it was going back the
drawing board after plans by Sheppard Robson for 1,050 homes on the site were met with vocal opposition

from local residents.

The abandoned mixed-use proposals featured 14 blocks of up to 27 storeys and were described as ‘not good
enough’ by Southwark Council in December.
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In a statement, dRMM said it had chosen to collaborate with local emerging firms due to their ‘understanding
of the area and its unique dynamics’ which would help shape the project so it ‘resonates with the community it

serves'.

The Stirling Prize-winning practice — which is based near London Bridge within the borough of Southwark -
had previously been picked by the Southwark Council to redesign the Tustin Estate in the Old Kent Road, just a

mile away from the Aylesham Centre.

The 2.71ha Aylesham Centre site currently houses a shopping centre, supermarket, car park and petrol
station. It has been earmarked for new homes, retail, workspaces leisure uses and civic space.

The new design is in the ‘discovery phase’, involving dialogue with the local community to ‘capture their
perspective on the character of Peckham and identify their needs and wants’.

dRMM director Judith Stichtenoth said: ‘We see huge opportunity to build from the lessons learned on Tustin
Estate, where a process of active listening and engagement with the residents and community has helped us

design an estate with social longevity.
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‘We look forward to working with Berkeley Homes and the Peckham community to create a new piece of city
that promotes social cohesion and is inclusive by design.
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Source:Sheppard Robson / Berkley Homes
Alyesham Centre, Peckham

Collaborator Jas Bhalla said: ‘Peckham is a unique part of south London. The success of this project will be
defined by how harmoniously new buildings and spaces support the existing ecosystem of businesses and

traders.

‘We firmly believe generating lasting social value and enhancing commercial value are not mutually exclusive

aspirations.

Nimtim director Nimi Attanayake added: ‘We're thrilled to have the opportunity to work with our local
community on this exciting project.

‘It gives us the chance to build on workshops we've previously carried out with young adults in Peckham and
to work alongside local groups who care passionately about the future of their area’

Sheppard Robson’s proposals for the Aylesham Centre were unveiled late last year by Berkeley Homes ahead
of a public consultation.

Berkeley Homes had previously pledged to consult extensively with locals and listen to their concerns when
drawing up the 1,050-home scheme. A previous AHMM proposal for the site’s former owner, BlackRock, was
never submitted and the plot was sold in the wake of local opposition during an early consultation stage.
But both a community group and the council voiced opposition to the Sheppard Robson plans.
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Aylesham Community Action (ACA) launched an online petition to oppose the scheme, which it called ‘a
massive overdevelopment with enormous buildings’ — receiving more than 7,000 signatures.

The group said the proposal would create ‘a citadel that will loom over lower-rise, historic Peckham’, with half
of the 14 new proposed buildings over 10 storeys.
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