
       Peckham 
Vision A community group’s vision 

for an integrated town centre

The Multi-Storey Car Park is a unique, much loved building  
in Peckham, South London.

Today the building is home to Peckhamplex cinema, Peckham 
Levels workspace & creative hub, Frank’s Café and the Bold 
Tendencies art programme on the upper floors during the 
summer months.  

Over a five-year period, Peckham Vision led a community 
campaign to achieve an informed planning decision about  
the future of the building and prove that it should be saved  
from demolition. 

Explanatory text and tote bag displayed at the Royal 
Academy’s ‘Futures Found’ exhibition 2017.

The Multi-Storey Campaign

How can the community take collective 
action in planning?

 Create local awareness campaigns
 Use plain English 
 Share local history and heritage
 Arrange community meetings
 Develop a local supporters email list
 Use social media & learn from  
other activists
 Collaborate with other local groups
 Join or set up a local community 
action group
 Join Southwark Planning Network

Map showing Peckham Vision’s main 
campaigns: Peckham Multi-Storey [1] , 
Copeland Park & Bussey Building [2], and 
Peckham Rye Station [3] - are located close 
together in central Rye Lane. The co-location 
was overlooked in council plans, which is how 
the group got its name – providing a vision 
where there wasn’t one.

“Campaigns to 
protect Brutalist 

monuments have 
usually been run by conservationists, 
architects and historians focusing on 
architectural merits of the buildings 
under threat, whereas Peckham Vision 
is a grassroots initiative to preserve and 
improve the community and its assets, 
including the multi storey car park.”

“Working together in the community to care for the 
physical fabric of the neighbourhood, by sharing skills, 
local knowledge and energy, is vital. It taps into the 
wave of energy that powers the community.”

1983

The building 
commissioned 
by Sainsbury’s 
opens on the 
ground floor, 
replacing houses 
on Moncrieff 
Street that were 
demolished in 
1981 against local 
opposition.

1992

After 10 years, 
Sainsbury’s 
moves to a 
new site on 
Dog Kennel 
Hill.

1994

A cinema 
(later 
Peckhamplex) 
opens on the 
ground floor. 
The upper 
floors are 
closed. 

2008

Bold Tendencies 
(a not-for-profit 
art organisation 
led by Hannah 
Barry Gallery) 
opens on the 
rooftop. Frank’s 
cafe opens in 
2009.

2012

The council 
publish a plan 
to develop 
the site and 
Peckham 
Vision begins 
work to 
consider the 
long term 
future of the 
multi storey.

2017

Jan: plans published to redevelop the building.

May: Peckham Vision’s campaign highlights the 
building’s importance to the community.

October: the council removes the building from the 
redevelopment plan.
November: the car park and Peckhamplex are listed 
as an Asset of Community Value after nomination by 
Peckham Vision

December: Peckham Levels opens with an initial 5 
year lease & Bold Tendencies lease is extended.

2015

The campaign to 
protect the views of 
central London from 
a new development 
gains traction

Plans are announced 
for the lease that will 
become Peckham 
Levels.

2014

‘Save the 
Multi-Storey’ 
campaign 
launched with 
merchandise 
designed and 
produced 
by Peckham 
Vision using 
their original 
graphic of the 
building.

Peckham Multi Story Timeline

Looking out from the rooftop over the Thames flood plain, 
with no tall buildings in front, the multi-storey building gives a 
dramatic experience of the meeting of sky and earth as well as 
a spectacular view east and west 
across London.

Peckham Vision leaflet 2021.

You can find out more about 
Peckham Vision and their 
campaigns by visiting their unit 
in Holdron’s Arcade, Peckham.

www.peckhamvision.org
info@peckhamvision.org
@peckhamvision
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Clockwise L-R from 
top: Peckham’s Future: 
community public meeting in 
the Bussey Building, 2016 
Peckham Vision stall at 
Goose Green Fair, 2017

Community meeting about 
planning policy at Community 
Outreach Ministries, Old Mill 
Building, 2017
Community meeting on 
planning, in Peckham Vision 
studio, 2019

Left: press cuttings showing some of 
the many media reports since 2012 that 
show Peckham Vision’s community 
campaign to save the building and 
protect the roof top views from  
being blocked by a nearby high  
rise development. 

The campaign drew attention to the 
significant role the building plays in 
the social, cultural and economic life 
of Peckham, drawing visitors from 
near and far.

Peckham Vision is a grassroots 
community group that emerged 
from the Copeland Park tram depot 
campaign 2006-2009, working to 
give a voice to locals in the planning 
decisions that shape their places, 
advocating for a cohesive vision for 
Peckham town centre.

Peckham Vision’s main aims are to:
 Promote, encourage and support  
the community to take action
 Connect people who share 
enthusiasm
 Ensure Peckham town centre  
benefits all who live and work there
 Share lessons beyond Peckham

Eileen Conn 2022, Peckham Vision founder and 
coordinator: “Like all neighbourhoods, Peckham needs 
an alert group of local people to keep the community  
informed about plans and how to take action. The 
key is to be involved very early – some things happen 
years before development plans become obvious.” 

southwarkplanningnetwork@gmail.com


