
Peckham Town Centre and the Proposed Tram Depot 

 

Summary 
 
 

This briefing pack is designed to outline the issues raised by the proposal to locate the 
Cross River Tram Depot on Site 63P in the heart of Peckham Town Centre, and to 
indicate the way forward. Whereas the tram promises significant regeneration benefits 
for Peckham as a whole, this is not the case for the tram depot. More jobs and 
businesses would be lost than created by the depot. 
 
Importance of Site 63P in organic development of the town centre. 
Site 63P is the major development proposal affecting Peckham in the UDP, and page 4 
in this briefing outlines its importance in the organic growth of Peckham Town Centre. It 
covers nearly 7 acres of the town centre (about 4 football pitches). It is at the heart of 
significant economic, social and community activities. 
 

Flawed assessment and ‘defective’ decision to locate depot in Peckham 
The decision to designate site 63P for the tram depot (and the bus garage) was based 
on a flawed assessment of the existing uses and activities on the site. Page 5 gives 
some of the details of this. 
 
‘Split-Site” Plans not smaller in effect 
The new plans for a ‘split-site’ depot have not resolved this as the land required is 
similar in scale to the original ‘single-site’ plans. This is illustrated by the maps on page 
3 comparing the footprint of the different plans. The UDP provides no constraints on the 
size of the depot. 
 
Disturbance and destructive impact on current uses 
The current uses on the site, all of which are now threatened with blight, dislocation and 
possible destruction, are very varied – hundreds of jobs, many small businesses, a 
large artists’ community, 9 Black & Minority Ethnic churches.  Both on the site and 
adjoining it are hundreds of homes all of which will suffer disturbance from the operation 
of a tram depot. Page 6 outlines these aspects in more detail. 
 
Right location for the tram depot 
Peckham is at the end of the line for the proposed Tram. There are strong technical and 
operational reasons for the end of the line not being the ideal location for the depot.  For 
the sake of the Tram project, it is critical to select the right places for the depots for the 
Cross River Tram. 
 
The Way Forward 

 A comprehensive review of possible locations for the depots is needed urgently. 
This has now been recommended by an internal TfL study. The Council must 
ensure that this review is started as soon as possible. 

 The effective participation of the community in the review as it affects Peckham, 
and also in the PAAP (Peckham Area Action Plan) where the future of site 63P 
and the coming of the tram itself will be major issues. 

 Peckham Vision has proposals to make for the Way Forward on these points. 
These are indicated  briefly on page 7. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
Peckham Vision is a community consortium of local residents, artists and businesses that has come together, with 
the Peckham Society, to seek information about the development plans for Peckham Town Centre, including the tram 
& depot, raise public awareness of these issues and stimulate an informed discussion about the future of Peckham. 

info@peckham.vision.org                          www.peckhamvision.org 

 

mailto:info@peckham.vision.org
http://www.peckhamvision.org/

	Flawed assessment and ‘defective’ decision to locate depot in Peckham
	‘Split-Site” Plans not smaller in effect
	Disturbance and destructive impact on current uses
	Right location for the tram depot
	The Way Forward

