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Peckham town centre: an integrated approach 
 
Peckham town centre, as a commercial area today, has a variety of characters and 
issues. There are three main shopping areas with distinct characteristics: the north of 
the centre, central Rye Lane around the rail station, and south of the station area to 
Peckham Rye. Rye Lane running north to south through them is a long narrow linear 
shopping street, with a poor pedestrian experience. 
 
Over several decades the Council has tried a variety of ways to improve the urban 
environment and attract a wide variety of good quality retail, but no attempt has 
succeeded. There have also been several unsuccessful attempts to encourage the 
businesses to work together as a town centre management team. 
 
The last decade has seen residents who have been most affected near the town 
centre, initiate projects and campaigns to improve the area around the station, and 
collaborate with the small creative enterprises there. Peckham Vision grew out of this 
work, and then led the community efforts for a more integrated approach to 
transform the central Rye Lane area. This resulted in £11m being allocated in 2012 by 
the Council and the London Mayor / GLA to transform by 2015/2016 the area in front 
of and behind Peckham Rye station. 
 
Peckham Vision's displays outline this work; describe the growing role of the cultural 
creative enterprises in the local economy, and some challenges posed to that by the 
regeneration plans now being developed by the Council and Network Rail; explain the 
importance of the local rail services and how they need to be protected and improved 
for the sake of the local economy; and describe the community aspirations for 
restoring and developing the Old Waiting Room into a community managed focal point 
in the transformed station area as the gateway to the transformed town centre. 
 

Nine of the exhibition posters can be found on the following pages: 
 

Peckham Town Centre today     p.3 

Transforming Central Rye Lane - an integrated plan     p.4 

Transforming Central Rye Lane - new pedestrian spaces and 
links 

    p.5 

tŜŎƪƘŀƳΩǎ /ǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ IǳōΚ - an introduction     p.6 

tŜŎƪƘŀƳΩǎ /ǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ Iǳō - some creative enterprises     p.7 
tŜŎƪƘŀƳΩǎ /ǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ Iǳō - the challenge?     p.8 

The Old Waiting Room - restoration & future use     p.9 

Peckham Rye station - Tube connections     p.10 

Peckham Rye station - rail services vital to revital ization     p.11 

 
The remainder of the exhibition displays illustrated the extent of the historic buildings 
in Peckham town centre, and told some of the story of restorations so far and plans 
and ideas for further restorations; and gave some information from Southwark Council 
about their work on this, and from Southern Rail on their work as manager of the 
station raiƭ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƻǿƴƭƻŀŘŀōƭŜ ŀǎ ŎƻƭƭŀǘŜŘ ǇŘŦΩǎ 
from these web pages. 
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