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meanings of ôPeckhamõ 
 

ÂThe Experiment 70 years ago  
 

ÂThe legacies of the Experiment  
 

ÂThe place 
 

ÂThe community today  
 



ôPeckhamõ   
 

  

 

The Experiment  
70 years ago  



Where was the Peckham Experiment?   

 



ôPeckhamõ in Peckham 

 



A study of  
the living structure  

 

of society  
 



relationships  

Âindividual  
 

Âfamily  
 

Âother families  
 

Âcommunity 
 

Âenvironment  



ònot what Peckham did for people,  
but what in that setting  
they did for themselves éó 

 

 
Scott Williamson  
 

    Quoted in Barbara Griggsõ Introduction  

    to the 1985 edition of The Peckham Experiment   



Some Peckham Principles 

ï Autonomy in context 
 

ï Interconnectedness 
 

ï Nurturing & cultivating  



An idea:  
 
 
 

òthe  family  is a live zone for  
the interchange of social nutrientsó 

  
 

Dr Joel Elkes, Professor of Psychiatry  
in Note from the USA  in the Introduction to  

1985 edition of  The Peckham Experiment  

 



òThe  community information system  
 
 

is a live zone for  
 
 

the interchange of social nutrientsó 

Eileen Conn 2009 



 
Residentsõ information systems 

 
 

a legacy 

from the Peckham Experiment  



 

  Peckham  

  networking  

  ripples:  
   

  enabling  

  self -chosen 

  informed  

  action  



the information principles  

ònot what Peckham did for people,  

but what in that setting  

they did for themselves éó 
 

 

 

Âprovide the information, then  
 

Âinformed self -chosen action  

 



some mutual interests  

ÂPeckham town 
centre  

ÂPeckham Rye station 

ÂRail services  

ÂPlanning 

ÂTraffic  

ÂPolicing 

 

 

Å Parks & open  
  spaces 
 

ÅArts & culture  
 

ÅHealth services  
 

ÅEnvironment  
 

ÅClimate change 
 

ÅFood growing 



Peckham Town Centre Forum 

Âcreativity, entrepreneurship & 
commercial regeneration  
 

Âlocal energy and food production  
 

Âtown centre physical fabric 
revitalisation  
 

Âhealth & well being & New Peckham 
Experiment  

http://www.peckhamvision.org/wiki/images/d/d7/The_New_Peckham_Experiment_3_March.doc
http://www.peckhamvision.org/wiki/images/d/d7/The_New_Peckham_Experiment_3_March.doc


Using empty buildings & land  

ÂShort, medium, long term use  
 

ÂInformation about ownership  
 

ÂAccess arrangements  
 

ÂFor food growing:  
ðwhere one seasonõs growing worthwhile 

ðpeople ready to take it up  



 

Peckham Rye station c1880  



Old Waiting Room restored 

 



Peckham Rye station ð a vision 

removing buildings in front and creating a public square  
and improved facilities for local businesses . 



Bussey flexible spaces  

 



Hannah Barry Gallery in Copeland Courtyard  

 



Copeland Courtyard  

 potential for new public realm, mixed rehabilitation  
 and new buildings.  Benedict OõLooney architect 


